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Members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, clockwise from front, Richard Martin, Gary 
McGinnis, Roger Johnson, Joe Foster, Donald 
Cumberland Jr., Kevin Martin and Karl Woodcock, hold 
their hand on a Bible during the installation of 2008 
camp officers.
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Descendants honor veterans of long ago
Originally published January 14, 2008

By Sarah Fortney 

News-Post Staff 

A local organization is busy planning future events to
honor veterans of past wars.

Members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War Antietam Camp #3 met Sunday afternoon to 
discuss details of upcoming ceremonies and to induct 
new officers.

The organization formed in Frederick about 11 years 
ago, treasurer Richard Martin said, to commemorate 
those who once served to protect our country. 

Membership is open to any man who can prove their 
ancestry includes Union veterans of the Civil War. 
Anyone with an interest in the Civil War can become 
an associate member, Martin said. In the last year, 
the organization's membership grew to 18 people.

Martin's great-great-grandfather, Capt. Adam 
Benjamin Martin, was honorably discharged after 
fighting in the Mexican War before returning to his 
Smithsburg home.

Martin said his ancestor went on to fight in the Civil 
War even after being shot in the leg during the battle 
of Mine Run in Orange County, Va. He died from two 
severe wounds about five months later while leading 
his company in the Battle of the Wilderness, fought 
in Orange and Spotsylvania counties.

During Sunday's meeting, SUVCW members reflected 
on their recent successes, including their 
collaboration with the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
to set up and light luminaries at the Antietam 
National Battlefield Memorial Illumination in 
December.

Members agreed to make a $50 donation to both the 
Antietam National Battlefield Illumination Memorial 
Committee and the Save Historic Antietam 
Foundation. 

They also began to make plans for an April 5 
ceremony to commemorate Union army Sgt. J.E. 
Buffington, a Medal of Honor recipient buried in a 
Taneytown cemetery.

As they do at the beginning of each year, members 
inducted new officers.

Martin continues his role as treasurer; his son, Kevin 
Martin, is now commander. 

Roger Johnson will continue to serve as secretary 
and Joe Foster will continue as chaplain; Donald 
Cumberland, Jim Fisher and Gary McGinnis were 
inducted as counselors. 

Karl Woodcock became senior vice commander and McGinnis was additionally given the title of 
junior vice commander.

Cumberland, the outgoing commander, was given a badge to honor and congratulations for his 
leadership over the last year.

After the bi-monthly meeting, members had lunch and shared pictures taken during recent 
ceremonies honoring veterans.

"It's pride in our ancestors," Martin said.
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