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DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND 
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 

 
BROTHER GENE MORTORFF 

�
GROWING GREATLY 

 

If you are a member of the Department of Maryland - you are not one voice. Your Camp represents more 

than just your town, city, county or state.  I truly believe that because I’ve been privileged to be a member 

of our fine organization.  I am proud to have been a member of no less than 3 of our camps. I’ve had a hand 

in helping start a few of our camps and I’ve also been honored by you to serve the department in some 

manner or other for over six years. 

 

I’ve seen members of this department at work and I’m so proud I could just burst.  Brothers, we are 

growing greatly.  I agree that you won’t see it if you look at our membership rolls (they aren’t going down 

though).  You won’t see it in our bank statements either.  Our growth is great in two areas: 

 

First:  The amount and quality of the work we are doing.  We are making a serious dent in our goal of 

keeping alive the memory of the Union soldiers of 1861-1865.  I decided not to point out any one unit here, 

I don’t have to.  Sometimes when I compare the activities of the Department of Maryland with other 

Departments in our order, I feel saddened.  I wish for them what we have.  Our camaraderie, our 

dedication, our personal sacrifice to make things (sometimes almost impossible things) happen.  It’s not 

that we are doing more now than in our past, it’s that we are doing bigger things.  This is reflected in our 

role at the National Level, and that National had the confidence to assign the 2011 National Encampment to 

our Department.  Many of the good things happening in our Department are so big they require the 

cooperation of more than just one Camp.  That brings me to the second way we are growing. 

 

Second - our relationships with each other.  We seem to like each other, and that’s a very good thing.  We 

don’t get into petty jealousies, fights over “turf,” or get upset easily when we are disappointed (and we all 

get disappointed).  Moreover, the general personality of our camps reflects this.  I’ve seen an increase in 

intra-camp cooperation in areas such as fund-raising, recruiting efforts and joint ceremonies.  I’ve been to 

many other Departments and encampments in our order over the last few years (some larger than ours) and 

I tell you that we are strong - the quiet kind of strong.  
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However, we are not equally greatly growing.  What I mean is:  I would like to see us do even more on a 

joint basis.  I would like to see ALL of our camps have at least one joint activity each year.  And that is my 

challenge to every Camp in our Department. 

 

Part of Garfield Camps (#1) yearly program is a “field trip” to some Civil War historic site.  A few years 

ago, we were visiting the Nat. Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, were we notice how weird it was that 

more than just ourselves were wearing dark blue blazers and wearing funny medals.  It turned out that the 

Antietam Camp (#3) turned our outing into a joint event, just by coincidence.  What a great time we all had.  

We chatted about what each of our camps was doing and took a wonderful joint picture outside of the 

museum.  On the way home, all I could think about was how this just could not be fate - it must have been 

destiny.  I’ve been a big fan of joint “happenings” (is that too sixties?).  When I was honored to be the 

Garfield Camp commander, I ensured our field trip would be to another camp.   

 

That field trip was down to visit with the Brady Camp (#63) where we toured Pamplin Park.  Brady Camp 

then gave us a personal tour of Petersburg Battlefield.   Afterwards, they show us their Camp projects, 

including the restoration of one of the forts complete with historic interpretation.  It was a weekend that 

members of the Garfield Camp will long-remember. 

 

In this newsletter, I know there is information, again from Brady Camp, to contact them if you’d like to 

visit.  There are over 15 camps in our department.  Pick another camp and ask them if they would like to 

visit your camp or if you could visit theirs.  Maybe you could: 

-  Plan a weenie roast, bar-b-que or “mini-encampment” 

-  Meet each other and tour a museum or battlefield. (There is no shortage of these in our Department) 

-  Meet someplace and have a joint ritual meeting or activity. 

-  Form joint honor guard and help each other at ceremonies and events. 

 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter is information provided by Brother Tom Grund of the Brady Camp about a 

driving tour of the Yorktown Battlfield Seige Lines. Call Tom, maybe he, or a member of the Brady Camp 

will join you.   By doing these things we will ensure our Department continues to grow greatly. 

 

Gene Mortorff 

SVCdr, Department of Maryland 
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PATRIOTISM  

 
  What is patriotism?  Patriotism is an attitude and pride of a people who believe in their nation.  It is close 
to nationalism in many respects.  Our ancestors had this great sense of pride in our country and were 
willing to die for their country.  The ‘Boys in Blue’ also had that great sense of pride and led by example to 
keep it alive in our country.   
 
  How did they do this?  The Grand Army of the Republic was dedicated to the United States and to each 
other.  The GAR displayed patriotism by all showing in force at parades on national Encampments, 
Memorial Day and July 4th.  They were involved in teaching patriotism and what it meant to the young in 
schools.  They also did this by placing memorials to the brave men of our country.  In May 25, 1892, 
General Palmer, Commander-In-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic celebrated Discovery Day by 
teaching the children “A Lesson in Patriotism”.  
 
   How did he go about this?  General Palmer coordinated with the schools and did patriotic exercises.  He 
did this by acting as escorts for the schools in parades and morning hours when the scholars raise and salute 
the flag that a detail of GAR were present to assist. 
 
  How can we be successful in exemplifying patriotism?  First we have to have that great sense of pride and 
attitude like our Fathers before us.  We need to let our fellow American’s know that this is a great country 
that allows the people to have freedom and liberty, and that is something to be proud of.  We need to be a 
force seen at parades in great numbers.  This show of force sends a loud and clear message to our 
countrymen about patriotism.  We need to do more media coverage of memorials.  We need to do more by 
placing new memorials.  Our Father’s have not completed their work, and they passed that onto us to 
continue.  We can do more living history at our schools.  These are just some of what we can do if we all 
work together for a greater cause. 
 
  Another method is to help in making the documentary of the Grand Army of the Republic a success.  It 
will take all our efforts to make this happen   Right now a call has been made to all our brothers in the 
SUVCW to make a video interview of the Real Sons and Daughters and any grandchildren that remember 
the GAR encampments and activities.  These individuals are passing away on us; and we cannot let this 
pass without documenting them.  Help make this a reality and preserve our history that shows a great sense 
of Pride and Patriotism. 
 
  Once we have this great sense of pride and patriotism, we can bring a refreshing life back to our country 
as our Fathers did.  Let us not fail them now! 
 
Jeff French 
Patriotic Instructor, Department of Maryland 
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Touring the Yorktown-Warwick Siege Line 
By: Tom Grund 

 

On Saturday, April 4, 2009, PDC Neil Hanlon, SVC Tom Grund, and Signals Officer 

Chris Holcombe gathered for a tour of the Yorktown-Warwick Siege Line.  The siege line 

spanned the width of the Virginia Peninsula.  In the east, it began with the British 

earthworks from the Revolutionary War which overlook Yorktown and the York River, 

then paralleled the Warwick River from the outskirts of Yorktown to Mulberry Island on 

the James River. 

 

The tour began at 10:00 

A.M. at Lee’s Mill, the 

westernmost site in the 

siege line that is 

publically accessible.  

(The large Confederate 

river fort at Mulberry 

Island still exists inside 

Fort Eustis, but is 

located in a restricted 

area of the base and is 

badly overgrown.)  Lee’s 

Mill was also the first 

place where General 

McClellan’s Army of the 

Potomac made contact 

with the Yorktown- 

Warwick Line during his Peninsula Campaign. 

 

                     Photo:  Chris Holcombe 

A view from the Confederate position at Lee’s Mill.  

Union forces were on the far side of the Warwick Ri ver.  

The City of Newport  

News has preserved part of these Confederate earthworks located on top of a bluff and 

turned them into a park with good trails and interpretive signs.  The brothers toured the 

park and noted how daunting these fortifications must have looked when the Union IV 

Corps approached them around Noon on April 5, 1862.  For more information on Lee’s 
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Mill, click here:  http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=10340 

 

From Lee’s Mill, we drove to Newport News Park about a mile away for a tour of the 

sites related to the Battle of Dam Number 1, which took place on April 16, 1862.  The 

battle was the only major Union attack on the Yorktown-Warwick Line during the month-

long siege and involved about 5000 men from each side.  The tour began on the Union 

side of the river, and after a quick lunch, continued to the Confederate side.   

 

The tour left the brothers with a clear understanding of why the Confederates won the 

Battle of Dam Number 1.  The turning point came when the Union high command could 

not decide whether to reinforce a successful reconnaissance in force.  A battalion of 192 

men from the 3rd Vermont Infantry Regiment caught the Confederates off guard and 

seized a portion of their earthworks, only to be counterattacked by seven Confederate 

regiments from North Carolina, Louisiana and Georgia.  The plucky Vermonters held the 

captured rifle pits for 40 minutes and signaled for reinforcements, but none ever came.  

The source of the fatal Union delay was conflicting guidance from General McClellan:

Take the enemy works if 

practical, but don’t bring 

on a general engage-

ment.  In the end, the 

Vermonters returned to 

their side of the river 

with most of their 

wounded, having 

sustained nearly 50% 

casualties.  Two hours 

later, other battalions 

from the 4th and 6th 

Vermont Infantry 

Regiments made 

another attack, but the 

Confederates were 

waiting in their works 

and easily repelled the tiny Vermont units.  The   

 

                     Photo:  Chris Holcombe 

The embattled Confederate works at Dam Number 1.  

Battle of Dam Number 1 would forever be remembered in Vermont as “That Dam 

Failure.”  For more information on the Battle of Dam Number 1, see the article, “An 

Engagement of Some Severity,” on the Brady Camp website at:  http://www.suvcw-



 8 

md.org/Brady/Documents/An_Engagement_of_Some_Severity_(Final).pdf 

 

After the battlefield tour, 

we went to Yorktown 

National Cemetery, 

where there are 40 

known burials of from 

the Battle of Dam 

Number 1, including 37 

from the Vermont 

Brigade and three from 

the 3rd Independent 

Battery, New York Light 

Artillery.  (One of the 

artillerymen is Corporal 

Emile Lambert, one of 

the four former 

unknowns honored on 

Memorial Day.)  For 

more information on the 

 

                          Photo:  Chris Holcombe 

John Hall keeps watch at Yorktown National Cemetery . 

Earthworks used by the French in the Revolution and  

the Union in the Civil War are visible in the backg round.
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cemetery, click here: http://www.nps.gov/york/yorktown-national-cemetery.htm 

 

From the cemetery, the brothers then toured the Civil War siege line at Yorktown.  The 

Civil War tour at Yorktown follows the Revolutionary War tour.  The Confederates held 

the large British earthworks from the Revolution and built new works between Yorktown 

and the headwaters of the Warwick River, about 2 miles away.  The Union siege line at 

Yorktown occupied the areas held by the French and American forces in the Revolution, 

as well as the famous “Surrender Field” where the British surrendered on October 19, 

1871.  For more information on Yorktown Battlefield, click here: http://www.nps.gov/yonb 

�

The Yorktown-Warwick Line – A Driving Tour  
 

Today, the Yorktown-Warwick Line is remarkably well preserved.  The fort at Mulberry 

Island still exists inside Fort Eustis, but the U.S. Army does not permit access to the site.  

However, all of the other sites are accessible and a list of the accessible sites follows. 

 

1.  Lee’s Mill 

Start your tour from Interstate 64 (I-64).  Take exit 250A to Fort Eustis Boulevard West 

(VA Route 105).  Follow this road for .9 mile and take the ramp onto Warwick Boulevard 

(VA Route 60.) East.  Follow Warwick Boulevard for .6 mile and turn right on to Lee’s Mill 

Drive.  After .1 mile, turn left on to Rivers Ridge Circle.  Follow Rivers Ridge Circle for .2 

miles, and Lee’s Mill Park is on the left.  There is a parking area in front of the park. 

 

Lee’s Mill has become a residential area, but the city of Newport News has preserved 

part of Magruder’s works at the site where Baldy Smith’s Division first made contact with 

the Warwick Line on April 5, 1862.  The site is a city park with well-developed trails and 

several interpretive markers.   

 

2.  Dam Number 1 and the Warwick Line 

From Lee’s Mill, retrace the drive from Rivers Ridge Circle to Lee’s Mill Drive and 

Warwick Boulevard.  Turn left (west) onto Warwick Boulevard and go .2 mile to the ramp 

to Yorktown/I64.  Take the ramp and follow Fort Eustis Boulevard East .8 mile past I-64 



10 

to Jefferson Avenue (VA Route 143).  Turn left onto Jefferson Avenue and travel .3 to 

the entrance to Newport News Park.  Turn right into the park and follow Constitution 

Way for .9 mile to the park’s Discovery Center on your right.  Inside the Discovery 

Center, you can see displays on the Battle of Dam Number 1 and talk to park rangers 

about the battlefield. 

 

Much of the Warwick Line is preserved inside the grounds of Newport News Park, as is 

the entire Dam Number 1 battlefield.  Begin your walking tour at the park’s Discovery 

Center.  Behind the center there is a trail that passes the site of the Garrow House.  The 

“burnt chimneys” of the house, which served as a battlefield landmark, are no longer 

standing, but an archaeological project has unearthed many of their bricks.  The house 

site is adjacent to the left flank of Federal artillery embrasures that were built after the 

battle.  These works mark the final position of Captain Ayres’ Federal artillery during the 

battle, and they noticeably slant forward from left to right, reflecting Ayres’ attempt to 

enfilade the rifle pits.  Behind the embrasures there is a golf course that extends to Fort 

Eustis Boulevard.  The golf course is built over the Garrow Farm, which the Union forces 

occupied during the battle, and Fort Eustis Boulevard follows the same course as the 

road that bounded the farm. 

 

Return to the Discovery Center and find the battlefield trail on the east side of the 

parking lot.  There are four interpretive markers on the south (Federal) side of the water.  

After seeing these sites, proceed to the large pedestrian bridge across the river.  At the 

river, visitors will discover the only major change in the battlefield today.  The city of 

Newport News has dammed this portion of the Warwick River to create Lee Hall 

Reservoir.  The high waters of the reservoir cover Dam Number 1, but the ends of the 

dam are visible from the bridge.  Cross the bridge and turn left to follow the Twin Forts 

Loop Trail around the Confederate rifle pits and main works.  There are six interpretive 

markers on the Confederate side of the river.   

 

3.  Yorktown National Cemetery 

From the Discovery Center, turn left (west) on Constitution Way and return to the 

entrance of the park. Turn left onto Jefferson Avenue and travel .3 to the intersection 

with Fort Eustis Boulevard.  Turn left on to Fort Eustis Boulevard and continue for 3.6 

miles.  Turn left at George Washington Memorial Highway/U.S. Route 17 North and 

continue for .6 mile.  The road then forks; take the right fork, Cook Rd. (VA Route 704), 

and continue for 2.1 miles.  Yorktown National Cemetery is located at the intersection of 
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Cook Rd. and Union Rd., and there is a parking lot on the right side of Cook Rd. 

 

Following the Battle of Dam Number 1, the Federals buried their dead in neat, well-

marked graves on the Garrow Farm.  After the war, these men were reinterred at 

Yorktown National Cemetery.  Among Yorktown’s known burials, there are 37 men of the 

Vermont Brigade and three artillerymen from Captain Mott’s 3rd New York Independent 

Battery who were killed or died of wounds received on April 16, 1862.  There is also one 

man from the 2nd Michigan Infantry Regiment.  His regiment was with General 

Hamilton’s Division on the right flank of Smith’s Division, and he was killed by artillery 

fire on April 16.  (See roster below.)  Evidence suggests there are some additional 

casualties from Dam Number 1 among Yorktown’s 800 unknown graves as well.   

 

One of the Vermonters buried at Yorktown is Private William Scott of Company K, 3rd 

Vermont, who some called the most famous private of the war.  In September 1861, 

Scott had the dubious distinction of being the first Union soldier to be condemned to 

death by a court martial.  He was found sleeping on guard duty in the early morning 

hours of August 31, but there were extenuating circumstances because Scott had pulled 

guard duty on two consecutive nights to help out a sick friend.  The court martial board 

was not impressed by this, but President Abraham Lincoln was impressed and Scott 

became the first of many Union soldiers that Lincoln saved from the ultimate penalty with 

a presidential pardon.  At the time, Lincoln’s decision was widely reported in northern 

newspapers and was sharply criticized by those who believed that a slacker had 

escaped justice.  Public opinion changed, however, when the same newspapers later 

reported that Private Scott died on April 17, 1862 from six bullet wounds he received in 

the captured enemy rifle pits at Dam Number 1.  Scott’s comrades also reported that his 

last words were a prayer of blessing for the President who had allowed him to die with 

honor.  Lincoln’s standing increased in the eyes of many people, and William Scott 

became a legendary figure who is still well known and honored in his native Vermont.  

Private Scott, the Sleeping Sentinel, is buried in grave number 351 at Yorktown. 
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��   The Monocacy Battlefield picnic coordinated by Camp Junior Vice Commander Michael Johns of the 
Meade Camp was a success.  Brothers from the Meade Camp #5, Harris Camp #38, Antietam Camp #3, 
Garfield Camp #1, Irish Brigade Camp #4, and Department Commander Paquette all came together with 
their spouses and children to share history of the Civil War together.  The re-enactors were good and we 
even got a signal lesson on how to send messages via flags.  Boy was communicating back then was tough.  
Everyone had a feast with subs, chips, and drinks.    It was fun and it was great to meet other brothers of 
our order. 
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  Brother’s Duane Whitlock, Kevin Schramm, Steve Huett, Chuck Gantz, and Jeff French provided living 
history at the Blessing of the Fleet 3-4 October 2009.  Confederate Brother Ray Mishoe also set up an 
encampment to round out the living history.  Together SCV Ray and Brother Whit provided firing 
demonstrations for the public.  History of the Civil War were provided to those interested and the 
explanation of the weapons displayed.   

 
  On Sunday we participated in the Parade 
and continued raising funds for the USCT 
Memorial Monument.  Both SCV Ray 
Mishoe, SUVCW Brother Duane Whitlock, 
and Brother Jeff French stayed overnight in 
the tents and enjoying the fire work display.  
The Camp received positive feedback from 
the public and was invited for next year.  It 
was a great weekend! 
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In 1960 as the United States prepared to observe the centennial of the Civil War a special Civil War 
Centennial Commission was established to help educate Americans about the war.  After reading some of 
the information assembled by the commission, President Dwight D. Eisenhower wrote, "An examination of 
these hard facts of the Civil War provides us at once with a realization of the magnitude of the tragedy 
which it represented to our country." 
 
Approximately 6,000 battles, skirmishes, and engagements were fought during the Civil War. 
 
There were over 2,000 lads 14 years old or younger in the Union ranks.  Three hundred were 13 years or 
less while there were 200,000 no older than 16 years. 
 
During the Civil War, one small section of Virginia became America's bloodiest battle ground.  In three 
neighboring counties, embracing Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, The Wilderness, Spotsylvania and Cold 
Harbor, more than half a million men fought in deadly combat.  Here, more men were killed and wounded 
during the Civil War than were killed and wounded in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the War 
with Mexico and all of the Indian Wars combined.  No fewer than 19 generals -- 10 Union and nine 
Confederate -- met death here. 
 
Some authorities accredit the 26th North Carolina Regiment with having incurred the greatest loss in a 
single battle in the Civil War.  At the Battle of Gettysburg, it lost 708 of its men, or approximately 85 per 
cent of its total strength.  In one company of 84 men, every man and officer was hit.  The orderly sergeant 
who made out the report had a bullet wound through both legs. 
 
The 1st Maine Heavy Artillery in the assault on Petersburg, June 1864, lost 604 men killed and wounded in 
less than 20 minutes.  This organization did not see action until 1864.  In less than one year it lost in killed 
and wounded 1,283 men out of 2,202. 
 
Of the 364,000 on the Union side who lost their lives, a third were killed or died of wounds and two-thirds 
died of disease. 
 
There were 6,000,000 cases of disease in the Federal armies, which meant that, on an average, every man 
was sick at least twice. 
 
The chance of surviving a wound in Civil War days was 7 to l, in the Korean War 50 to l. 
 
About 15 per cent of the wounded died in the Civil War; about 8 per cent in World War I; about 4 per cent 
in World War II; about 2 per cent in the Korean War. 
 
At the Battle of First Bull Run or Manassas, between 8,000 and 10,000 bullets were fired for every man 
killed or wounded. 
 
At the Battle of Shiloh in 1862, there were 23,700 Union and Confederate casualties. 
 
During the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1862, "Stonewall" Jackson marched his force of 16,000 men 
over 600 miles in 39 days, fighting five major battles and defeating four separate armies totaling 63,000. 
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In the Vicksburg campaign in 1863, Grant won five battles within a period of 18 days, captured 67 field 
guns, and inflicted casualties of approximately 5,200 on the enemy.  He captured 31,600 prisoners, 172 
cannon and 60,000 small arms when Vicksburg fell -- the greatest military haul ever made in the western 
hemisphere. 
 
During the Battle of Stone's River, the Union artillery fired 20,307 rounds and the infantry exhausted over 
2,000,000 rounds.  The total weight of the projectiles fired was in excess of 375,000 pounds. 
 
At Fredericksburg in 1862, the Confederate trenches stretched for a distance of 7 miles.  The troop density 
was 11,000 per mile, or 6 men to the yard. 
 
The greatest cavalry battle ever fought in the Western hemisphere was at Brandy Station, Virginia, on June 
9, 1863.  Nearly 20,000 cavalrymen were engaged on a relatively confined terrain for more than 12 hours. 
 
General Grant's losses from the Wilderness to Cold Harbor in 1864, a period of 29 days, totaled 54,900. 
 
The U.S.S. Kearsarge sunk the C.S.S. Alabama of the coast of Cherbourg, France, in a fierce engagement.  
Frenchmen gathered along the beach to witness the engagement, and Manet painted the scene which now 
hangs in a Philadelphia art gallery. 
 
The C.S.S. Alabama in 11 months captured 69 Northern prizes valued at $6,500,000. 
 
The Confederate cruiser Shenandoah sailed completely around the world, raiding Union whalers and 
commerce vessels.  The ship and its crew surrendered to English authorities in Liverpool more than 6 
months after Lee's surrender at Appomattox. 
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JOB DESCRIPTION 

DEPARTMENT/CAMP PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the office of Patriotic Instructor is to provide leadership in promoting 
patriotism within the membership of our Order & to inform, educate & promote patriotism 
among the populace in general.  

 

Activities- the activities of the Patriotic Instructor should include the 
responsibilities listed.  
1.  Pass on, prepare and issue letters of instruction for the observance of national patriotic holidays.  

2.  Assist Chaplain in preparing & issuing letters of instructions for Memorial Day observance 

3.  Provide patriotic topics that should be stressed at Department & Camp meetings.  

4.  Pass on, prepare and submit information on patriotic topics for Department/Camp’s activities.  

5.  Lead those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

6.  Apprise the Department/Camp Commander on the activities of the Patriotic Instructor.  

7. Perform all other duties delegated to the office by the Order's Constitution and Regulations ("C&R"),  

    Ritual  and Ceremonials, Department Encampment and/or Department/Camp Commander.  

 

8.  Prepare and submit an annual written report to the Camp/Department Commander and the 

Department/National Patriotic Instructor of the Department/Camp activities 2 months prior to the 

annual Department/National Encampment. 
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